
 

 
 
 
 

Virtual Watch Party Leader Guide 
 
Preparation 
 

1. Set date and time for Watch Party. 
 
As you plan for this virtual event, consider schedules of families and leaders. We suggest 
hosting your Virtual Watch Party either in the afternoon (between lunch and dinner) or 
in the evening (after dinner and before bedtime).  
 

2. Set up Zoom meeting with link and password. 
 

In a licensed Zoom account, name your meeting (ie – First UMC Watch Party!). and set 
the date/time for your event. Set up a passcode for your meeting (we suggest 
something simple like “Party”). Click “Save” to create your event.  
 
Once your meeting is set, click “Copy Invitation”. Paste the invitation into your 
promotional communications.  
 

3. Promote Watch Party to students, parents and leaders.  
 
We suggest sending several email communications to promote your Virtual Watch 
Party. In these emails you can include the date/time, topic and invitation to the Zoom 
meeting room.  
 
Additionally, we suggest utilizing your social media pages to promote your Virtual Watch 
Party. We strongly suggest that you share the date/time and topic but that you do not 
share the invitation to the Zoom link. We suggest verbiage such as: “Contact our youth 
director at (xyz@email) for the link!” to prevent any misunderstandings about who this 
virtual event is for.  

 
Ways to directly invite students to your Virtual Watch Party: 
 

• direct asks at church worship or gatherings 
• posts via social media pages 
• invites through a group chat message 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Hosting the Watch Party  
 

1. Before your Watch Party, go to YouTube, go to the IGNITE YouTube channel, and click on 
the worship video you will be using. Keep this page open. 
 

2. Log in to your Zoom account 10 minutes before your Virtual Watch Party.  
 
Ensure that you are familiar with/paying attention to the “Meeting Room” notification 
at the bottom of your Zoom screen. This will guarantee that you can monitor attendees 
of your event and also make sure that all students are able to access your Zoom 
meeting!  

 
3. Once it is time to begin your event, welcome your students, summarize the time together 

and start the worship video.  
 

To start the worship video, click on the green “Share Screen” button at the bottom of 
the Zoom window. Zoom will give you the option to choose which open window to 
share. Choose your open YouTube page. Once you are sharing the YouTube video, click 
the “More” option on the Zoom tool bar across the top of your screen. In the drop-
down menu, choose “Share sound.” Then go back to the “More” menu and choose the 
“Optimize for video clip” option. Bring the YouTube video to full screen. 

 
4. Once the worship video has ended, take a couple of minutes to dialogue as a group 

about the discussion questions. 
 
Click the red “Stop Share” button at the top of your screen to go back to your Zoom 
session. 
 
We recommend connecting with a couple of your most engaged students before your 
Virtual Watch Party; empower them to engage in the discussion questions after the 
video. We also suggest a reminder to your adult volunteers to empower students to 
engage in the discussion and to only engage supplementally.  

 
5. Wrap up with closing announcements and a closing prayer.  

 
End your Virtual Watch Party by sharing with your students what their next gathering or 
activity will be and then close in prayer.  
 

6. Follow up with your students after the Watch Party, reminding them of the great time 
you all spent together and what is coming next. 


